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What right have the Hindus and Mussalmans of ease-loving Surat
to talk of swaraj, so long as they run at one another's throat in
the name of God, and then run to the courts to seek justice? If
you are truly brave, you may fight one another on equal terms,
but you may not seek the protection of courts of justice. The
English and the Germans fought on fields of battle, but did not
go to law-courts. There is some bravery in free and fair fighting,
but none in running to law-courts. Let the Hindus and Mussal-
mans fight a pitched battle, if they will, let them fight fair and
clean and decide their issues. Their names will then go down in
history. But this fighting, followed by protracted wrangles in law-
courts, is not bravery. Our present ways are not ways of bravery
but of cowardice. True bravery lies in laying down one's life for the
sake of religion, in voluntary surrender of non-essentials. That is
the lesson of Bardoli, and it will have been lost on us if we lose
ourselves in the frenzy of victory celebrations. Until we who have
sprung from the same soil and are children of the same motherland,
though belonging to different faiths, learn to love one another as
blood-brothers, victories like that of Bardoli will be of no avail.
Another item is the purification of Hinduism. Have you
purged it of its deepest stain? True swaraj I repeat is impossible
without self-purification. I do not know any other way. Gall
it my limitation, but then it is the limitation of satyagraha. If
there is any other way, I do not know it, and anything won by
means other than those of self-purification will not be swaraj but
something else.
The third and the last thing in our programme is the duty of
men of all religions and all races towards the skeletons of the
land. The charkha, I may repeat ad nauseam, is the only remedy,
I have come across a strong justification of the charkha from a
strange quarter. Sir Lallubhai Samaldas in his review of the
.ponderous Agricultural Commission's Report has shown how the
Commissioners have shunned like an untouchable even the men-
tion of the word spinning-wheel In the chapter on subsidiary
industries. How is it that they have fought shy of a thing which
provides the only occupation to the starving millions? I submit
that the potency of the spinning-wheel lies in that very fact. They
might have at least criticized it and even ridiculed it. But no.
They could not contemplate with equanimity its infinite possibilities,
(A heavy shower of rain.) Well I have really done, and need say
nothing more.
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